When brought to trial in February last, she was described as being forty-eight years old, but appearing older than she was, of tall stature, and thin, with a sombre and melancholy expression of countenance. She answered questions at first slowly, and frequently not until they had been repeated several times, but afterwards replied more readily and more in detail. She again acknowledged having set the house on fire, but varied her tale so far as to allege that Pierre V , the vendor, had urged her to do it; had supplied the matches, and was present at the commission of the crime, and further, that she had not any cause of quarrel with the purchaser or his son.
It appeared from the examination of one witness that her character was bad, having been stained with several acts of libertinage, while another person stated that she had once attempted to commit suicide by throwing herself into a well. This latter charge she explained by stating that she had something the matter with her hand, and that she merely sat upon the edge of the well, and dipped her hand in.
The court directed that the prisoner should be examined by Drs. Recordon, Perey, and Zimmer, relative to the state of her mind, and she was accordingly transferred to the hospital for the insane at Lausanne. The report, which was presented to the court on the 19tli of April, was of exceeding length, but completely established the insanity of the accused. It examined first the early history, then "the acts hearing on the crime of which she was accused, and finally her conduct while in the asylum.
Madame R was stated to be of the melanchoiic temperament, tall and thin, her features expressive of sadness, and also she had arrived at a critical age. Her character during childhood was singular, unquiet, and troublesome. She was afterwards tormented with the fear of dying from hunger, although not 
